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- The MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 IVIONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event however, may a reply be timefy filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temn adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^3 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^3 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 16 August 2004 is/are: a)n accepted or b)l3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite in 
that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is 
an omnibus type claim. 

2. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12. second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The claim(s) are narrative in fonm and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. The claim(s) are replete with lack of 
antecedent basis. 

In claim 2, "the strap", "the slots", and "the wrenching action" lack antecedent 
basis. It is not clear as to the scope of claim 2 due to the narrative, functional and 
operational language. 

In claim 3, "the slots" and "the accompanying strap portion" lack antecedent 
basis. Also, antecedent basis for "these slots" is not clear. As best understood, "these 
slots" should be —said slots—. In lines 8-9, "in a manner stated above" is not 
understood. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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4. Claim 2, as best understood, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lewis, Hammer, Alexander. Deringer et al. or Khubani. 

5. The following claim is drafted by the examiner and considered to distinguish 
patentably over the art of record in this application, the claim is presented to applicant 
for consideration: 

4. An assembled strap wrench for gripping and turning a connector 
comprising: 

a cylindrical metal rod with three axial non-parallel slots located at one 
end of said rod, said three slots extending through said rod and converge at a 
common point, said three slots comprising first slot, a central second slot and a 
third slot, said central second slot having an enlarged anchor notch at one end 
thereof. 

a non-metallic strap having an bulbous end. said bulbous end of said strap 
being anchored within said enlarged anchor notch of said central second slot, 
said strap extending through the opposite end of said central second slot and 
engageable with a selected one of the first or third slots, 

wherein, said strap engaged with said central second slot, about the 
connector and threaded through said first slot allows for tightening of the 
connector and said strap engaged with said central second slot, about the 
connector and threaded through said third slot allows for loosening the 
connector. 

6. If applicant submits an amendment canceling claims 1-3 and presenting the 
above suggest claim, numbered as claim 4, the application with be allowable. 

7. INFORMATION ON HOW TO AMEND THE CLAIMS 
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Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, 
cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new claim, must include a complete 
listing of all claims ever presented , including the text of all pending and withdrawn 
claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the text of the claims, in the 
amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, in the 
application. 

In the claim listing, the status of everv claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: (Original), 
(Cun-ently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), (New), and (Not 
entered). 

All of the claims presented in a claim listing shall be presented in ascending 
numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status of "canceled " or "not 
entered " may be aggregated into one statement ( e.g., Claims 1 -5 (canceled)). The 
claim listinc shall commence on a separate sheet of the amendment document and the 
sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims shall not contain anv other part of 
the amendment. 

No claim text shall be presented for anv claim in the claim listino with the status 
of "canceled" or "not entered." 

Cancellation of a claim shall be effected by an instruction to cancel a particular 
claim number. Identifying the status of a claim in the claim listing as "canceled" will 
constitute an instruction to cancel the claim. 
8. The drawings are objected to under 35 USC 1 .84 (k) and (m). 
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The scale to which a drawing is made must be large enough to show the 
mechanism without crowding when the drawing is reduced in size to two-thirds in 
reproduction. Note that indications such as "actual size" or "scale 1/2" on the drawings 
are not permitted since these lose their meaning with reproduction in a different fomiat. 
Figures 1-6 are need to be enlarged such that a reduction to two-thirds is without 
crowding. 

The use of shading in figures 2 and 3 does not aid in understanding 
the invention and reduces legibility. The shading should be deleted. 

The boxes around the figures are unnecessary and should also be eliminated. 
9. INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 
Replacement Drawing Sheets 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement sheets which incorporate 
the desired changes and which comply with 37 CFR 1 .84. An explanation of the 
changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendments section, or 
remarks, section of the amendment paper. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). A replacement sheet must include 
all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must 
not be labeled as "amended." If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted 
by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is 
notified. 

Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, inventor's name, 
and application number, or docket number (if any) if an application number has not 
been assigned to the application. If this information is provided, it must be placed on the 
front of each sheet and within the top margin. 

Timing of Corrections 
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Applicant is required to submit acceptable corrected drawings within ttie time period set 
in the Office action. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). Failure to take conrective action within the set 
period will result in ABANDONMENT of the application. 

If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37), the new 
drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened statutory period set for 
reply in the "Notice of Allowability." Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 for filing the con-ected drawings after the mailing of a Notice 
of Allowability. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Debra S. Meislin whose telephone number is 571 272- 

4487. The examiner can nonnally be reached on M-F, alt. Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on 571 272 4485. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ — 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3723 
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